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President’s Message
Catherine Horan

These are very dark days, on so many levels. Luckily the sun has shone this week which has brightened my mood. 
I’ve been walking down to the waterfront during lunch and standing with my back on the south wall of the aquarium 
to soak up the rays from the sun and the heat from the building. It’s been remarkably restorative. Luckily the clear 
days coincided with the amazing full supermoon on December 3. The moonlight was so bright it made everything 
glow. I hope you’ve been able to take in some of this light to combat these dark times. The LLOPS Holiday Party 
also brightened my mood. Thanks to Kate Stockert for planning the fun event. It was wonderful to see so many 
members of our law library community. We had the opportunity to acknowledge Jill Allyn and Susan Schulkin, who 
are now lifetime LLOPS members, for their contribution to LLOPS and the library profession.

Thanks to the party goers who kindly donated to Legal Voice, an organization that “pursues justice for all women and
girls in the Northwest through ground-breaking litigation legislative advocacy, and legal rights education.” Legal 
Voice envisions “a world where every woman and girl enjoys economic, social, and legal equality.” I know we are 
inundated with donation requests at this time of the year from many deserving organizations. If you so choose, you 
can easily donate online to Legal Voice. 

Just a reminder that we have a new listserv email address. If you want to communicate with all current LLOPS 
members, please send your message to llops@listserv.aallnet.org. You may have noticed that you didn’t get some 
messages sent out on the listserv in past months but the problem has been fixed. Thanks to Alena Wolotira, our 
LLOPS Webmaster for her work on pesky issue.

I hope when you receive this issue of LLOPSCited the sun is still shining or, if not, you are finding ways to brighten 
your life and those around you. Wishing you a wonderful New Year.
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LLOPS Member News & Events
Got Library Staff?

Looking for a temporary reference librarian to fill in during holidays, conferences, special projects or to cover staff 
leaves? Contact Brenna Louzin to discuss your reference coverage needs long or short. blouzin@gmail.com

Member Profile: Dr. Virginia Tucker
By Kara Dunn

This month I had the pleasure of catching up with LLOPS member Dr. Virginia Tucker, Assistant Professor for the San 
Jose State University School of Information and former Law Librarian for the Whatcom County Law Library. Today, 
Virginia shares with us her fascinating career path, her current research interests, and tips for librarians interested in 
working in academia. 

Where did you grow up? 
I grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area. I’m not quite a California native, but almost. 

What did you study in school?
I did my undergraduate studies in music composition at Stanford, although I started out 
as a physics major and came close to being a math major at one point, too. I was 
involved in the early days of the Center for Computer Research in Music and Acoustics 
(CCRMA) at Stanford, back when undergrads were restricted to using the computers 
before 6:00 a.m., and experimental compositions could be no longer than two minutes 
due to data storage constraints.  Hard to imagine now, of course, with terabytes of 
storage on home computers. I’ve known many people over the years who are drawn 
both to music and computer or information science—it all just makes sense. 

Then I earned my MLS at University of California at Berkeley and worked as the Physics Librarian at Stanford. I was 
intrigued by the growth in online databases and everything that was developing around web-based searching, so I left 
academia and worked in Silicon Valley for several years as an information architect and the client-training manager at 
Dialog/Thomson (now ProQuest). I returned to graduate school for my PhD in information systems and that led me 
back to academics. 

What drew you to law librarianship?
When I left industry work in Silicon Valley, I got interested in the legal profession and earned a paralegal certificate. 
For years, I worked as the Whatcom County Law Librarian, as adjunct faculty teaching advanced search courses, and 
as a part-time paralegal. 

What brought you to the Pacific Northwest?  
Family reasons brought me to the Pacific Northwest 20 years ago, but it was like coming to my second home. My 
great-grandparents were settlers in the Washington Territory and I had visited my grandmother in Whatcom County 
every summer as a child. Experiencing this beautiful area as an adult was something new, of course. 

How long have you taught for SJSU? What is a typical work day like for you? 
I’ve been an assistant professor for two years and was a part-time lecturer before that. My time is split among 
research, writing, teaching, and advising. I coordinate the iSchool’s PhD program, a partnership with Queensland 
University of Technology in Brisbane, Australia, and also the MLIS program’s curriculum for information retrieval 
system design. I supervise three PhD students currently. It’s hard to say what a typical day is like since there is so 
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much variety in my position, but I try to carve out days to concentrate on writing and others to keep up with course 
planning and grading. 

Can you tell us a bit about your current research interests?
My current research projects are focused knowledge organization, expert search, threshold concepts, and design as a 
professional practice. These areas are aligned with the courses I teach, too: information architecture, database design, 
and advanced search.

In the legal research area, I have a new book coming out in early 2018, co-authored by LLOPS member Marc 
Lampson. It’s a fully revised second edition of Finding the Answers to Legal Questions published by American Library 
Association’s ALA Edition.

What aspects of your job do you enjoy the most?  
I’m incredibly fortunate to be in a position with many facets and I enjoy them all. So probably what I enjoy the most is 
that my job has so many facets to it.  

What advice would you give to a librarian who is interested in teaching or working in academia?
Most academic teaching positions (that don’t require a PhD) require both subject expertise and a demonstration of 
research abilities, typically through peer-reviewed publications and/or presentations. There are many opportunities for 
part-time or adjunct teaching in MLIS programs. It’s a good idea to be involved in professional organizations, 
especially with giving papers at conferences and publishing. The ALISE email list is great to tracking announcements 
about positions, both tenure-track that require a PhD and part-time adjunct/lecturer opportunities. 

What do you enjoy doing outside of work?
Music, music, music. I sing in a classical group, play guitar now and then, and attend concerts as often as possible. 
Bellingham is a great place for music, with Seattle and Vancouver close by for even more. 

Read any good books lately? Favorite podcast or show that you would recommend?
Two books that I recently enjoyed were: A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles and Born a Crime by Trevor Noah. 
Noah’s book is definitely best listened to in the audiobook version that he narrates. Favorite podcast is Wait Wait Don’t 
Tell Me, and TED Radio Hour is another one I’d recommend. 

Thank you Virginia! Your career trajectory really illustrates how versatile a career in information science can be. We 
look forward to checking out your new book in the new year!
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